
GENOA - The Way It Was 

The town of Milton was formed in 1789 and originally included the present 

towns of Locke and Summerhill and the Tompkins County towns of Lansing 

and Groton. In 1808 the name was changed to Genoa when it was 

discovered that a town near Saratoga, New York was also called Milton. 

Elliot G. Storke's History of Cayuga County tells us that the village of 

Genoa is pleasantly situated in the north part of the town on Salmon Creek 

which furnishes a good water power. This was an important consideration in 

locating a settlement since water power was used to operate the mills so 

essential to the existence of the town. There was a flour mill located on 

South, Mill street owned by William Howe in 1859. The Genoa Roller 

Mill was located further up the Big Salmon Creek and in the early 1900's 

the two mills formed a corporation called the Genoa Milling Company. This 

company produced "Silver Spray" and "Perfection" flour, graham flour and 

they also ground feed. The lower mill (Howe's Mill) on South St. was torn down in 

1919. The upper mill located where the Genoa Firehouse now stands was built by B. 

Holcomb May 1827 on property owned by Daniel Rose and Son. The last owner who 

operated it as a mill was Floyd Hoxie from Oct. 14, 1924 till 1935 using steam power. 

From 1935 till Dec. 13, 1952 it was not operating. Floyd Hoxie sold the property for       

$ 1.00 to the Genoa Fire Dept. 

There were saw mills in town and the first one was established in 1793 by David 
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Armstrong. A cider mill operated by Claude Wheeler was located south of East hill off 

Main Street near the railroad tracks in 1919. 

Genoa started out with two churches, Presbyterian and Universalist. The 

Presbyterian church has become the United Church Of Genoa and the Universalist 

Church (1842} became a Catholic church (St. Hilary's) in 1910 and continued until 1983 

when it closed and is presently a private residence. The First Baptist Church of Genoa 

was organized in 1881 and after uniting with the Presbyterian Church in 1929 was used 

as a meeting hall and for Bible classes. The Baptist Church which was located on the west 

side of Academy Street was torn down in 1982. 

During the mid 1800's the Genoa Academy, located on Academy Street north of the 

Present school building was presided over by Robert Wanzer of Poplar Ridge. This was a 

private school and at one time had over 300 students. This building had two stories with a 

theater in the upper story. It was generally agreed that Robert Wanzer's success with the 

academy was a wonderful asset to Genoa, but the trustees of the school, thinking that Mr. 

Wanzer was making too much money, decided to increase his rent. Mr. Wanzer was 

outraged and went to Aurora where he made other arrangements for his school. 

The academy was never as successful as it had been, so the trustees of the school decided 

to apply and become an accredited high school in 1918, the theater having been converted 

to classrooms. The building was torn down and the present brick building was built 

in 1939 ( Genoa Central School). The building stands today, no longer used as a school, a 

memorial to the superior craftsmanship of years past. 
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